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Builders Club bounds on
The Builders Club at Ferguson Junior High School is having an active,
productive fall. Club meetings are held on the second Thursday of the month while
officers and sponsors also meet on the Tuesday prior to the regular meeting.
During football season, club members manned the concession stand for
three football games and shared in the profits. Sponsors- Jenita
Davidson(lead), Scott Jordan and Eric Rudeseal- provided
oversight.
The annual Halloween BooGrams project was, once again, a
huge success. Club members made large and small signs
announcing the sale, sold BooGrams during lunch period, made
them for distribution, and delivered them on Halloween. This
activity earned $345 for the club.
As is the custom, the club provided two needy families from Ferguson Junior
High with Thanksgiving turkeys and all the trimmings.
Club members are looking forward to the December activity of "ringing the
bells" for the Salvation Army in coordination with our Kiwanis Club.

No Meeting
Wednesday, December 24
Christmas Eve

Encourage Excellence

Armstrong keeps hauling them in
It has been a great year so far for KCA president Ben Armstrong. His presidency
is going great. His bride Reiney, after roughly 17 minutes of marriage, is pregnant. And
his company just received a major award. Which is to say that Armstrong Forensic
Laboratory has been recognized as the
2008 Texas Small Business of the year
by Baylor University's Institute for Family
Business.
The Texas Family Business of the
Year Awards, now in its 19th year,
recognizes firms whose families
demonstrate a commitment to each
other and to business continuity, and
who are responsive to the needs of their
employees, communities.
The businesses were honored at a
reception on November 6th in the
Barfield Drawing Room of the Bill Daniel
Student Center located on the Baylor
University Campus.

DECEMBER LUNCH PROGRAMS
Dec 3: Laura Mayberry - Trinity River Vision Authority
Dec 10: Christmas Music with Grace Lutheran Childrenʼs Choir
Dec 17: Active Duty Marine, recently deployed to Iraq
Dec 24: NO MEETING
Dec 31: Jay Miller, aviation photographer & historian

Key Club stays busy
The leadership class adopted five families from Swift Elementary and
provided all the food for their Thanksgiving meal. Key Club leaders divided into
"families" and went out and bought all the food for their Swift family. Some of the
creative groups called grocery stores and filled their baskets with donated food
items.
December is a busy month for Key Clubbers. We are working on the
following projects:
Service Saturday -- this month we are bell ringing at Wal-Mart on Randol
Mill.
Stuffed Animal Collection -- we are donating the animals
to the fire and police departments.
Rescue Heroes - supplies for the animal shelter.
Power of a penny - collect money for Bradlee Barker
(AHS student with cancer). We are going room to room at AHS
sixth period Wednesday, Dec. 10th.
Victory Boxes - box of goodies for the Iraq/Afghanistan
kids. They will be distributed by selected soldiers who work with the local people.
For more information e-mail Mary Margaret Halleack at halleck@mac.com or call
her at (817) 251-1201. So far she has mailed over 17,000 packages.
Secret Santa for local kids -- The club will adopt 15 elementary children and
the Key Club leadership class will adopt a family with seven kids ranging from 7 to
18. All gifts will be wrapped and delivered by Dec. 15th.
Key Carnival - members are encouraged to work the carnival on Dec. 5th.
Arlington Classic Basketball Tournament - members will help with all the behind
the scenes work necessary for the tournament.
Project Linus - fleece blankets made by AHS students for Cook's Hospital
Hospital Dolls - this project is an ongoing project. The doll committee works
on dolls when we have free time!!!
Coke Tabs - This project is BIG. We drop off a giant trashcan full of tabs to
the Ronald McDonald House every other month.
Students in the leadership class are working on individual service projects.
The projects have to be "new" projects so get ready for bigger and better news.

.

Heard on the Street...
Dale Sears was presented with his 55-year Legion of Honor. He joined the KCA
only a few moths after Dexter Betts, but Dexter gets all the
press.
Phil Porter earned his first degree in Masonry, although
he canʼt remember any of it.
Congratulations to 42 of our members (58%) who made
the InterClub Honor Roll in 2007-08 by making at least one
InterClub. Four members – Rodney Copenhaver, Jerry and
Sabrina Jones, and Phil Porter – made 7 InterClubs! Another
8 members made 4 to 6 InterClubs - Cisneros, Gardner,
Hagen, Heath, Kolbe, Stankosky, Turney, and Workman!
However, 33% of our members who attend fairly
regularly (24 members) did not make any InterClubs last year,
and thus missed out on additional fellowship with fellow
Kiwanians both in and out of our Club, as well as hearing other speakers.
Letʼs all make the InterClub Honor Roll in 2008-09 – volunteer for at least one
InterClub!

Pancake Breakfast
Saturday, Feb 28, 2009
8:00 am - 1:00 pm
FUMC

Bob Landon

Kiwanian since 1994
First generation American, Bob Landon was the son of Fred Landon
(formerly Levy) and Joan Robinson. Fred was the son of a very wealthy Jewish
clothing manufacturer from Stuttgart, Germany, who sent his son to America to
study the textile industry. Having fallen in love
with America, Fred was able to get his parents,
grandfather, and sisters out of Germany with
nothing but the clothes on their backs as Hitler
was coming into power.
Fred became a US citizen and went to
Europe to fight in World War II, where he met
Joan, who was working with the service shows.
Joan, from Cambridge, England, and Fred fell
in love and Joan came to the US on the Queen
Mary after the war. They got married in New
York.
Bob was born in Queens, New York, on
May 26, 1951. He has an older sister, Carol,
and two younger sisters, Debbie and Joy.
Bobʼs father owned a handkerchief company but sold the company (before
Kleenex put him out of business) and went to work for Novelty Veiling, selling
veils, hats, and scarves all over the Southwest. At that time, the family was living
in Port Washington, Long Island, New York, where Bob has his first memories of
childhood, including inviting the neighbor kids to pick the dozen or so cherries on
the small tree in their back yard. In his business travel,
Fred fell in love with Texas, so in 1956, he moved the family to Dallas “with a
mountain full of debt and a car full of kids”. It was in Dallas where Bob went to
school at John J. Pershing Elementary, Franklin Junior High, and Hillcrest High
School, graduating in 1969. He went to The University of Texas at Austin and got
a B.A. Degree in history and political science in 1973.
Bob started in the business world in Denver, Colorado. Living with a friend,
he started as a shipping and receiving clerk but was quickly promoted to industrial
sales. When Bobʼs father became ill, his brother-in-law asked Bob to move back
to Dallas and help him in the apparel business at the Apparel Mart. Bob worked
there for over three years, but he could see that the large department stores were
soon to put the smaller retailers (their clients) out of business. Bob then moved
back to Denver and went to work for American Excelsior, a privately owned ESOP
with 30 branches, which was headquartered in Arlington, Texas. After three years,
Bob was offered a job as Branch Manager in Salt
Lake City, UT.
After 4 years, in 1988, he was offered a better
position in Arlington, which was closer to both
families, so the Landons moved again. Bob
worked for Excelsior a total of 13 years, but
in1992 made a career change into the field of
financial services. His brother-in-law, Brian, had
been with Edward Jones for years in Idaho. Bob
went and worked in Brianʼs office for a few days
to see how the business operated. Bob had to
build his business, working for straight
commissions.
He felt lucky to be hired by
Edward Jones, a company that lets him stay
independent and mandates only a few rules…
treat the client fairly, do what is ethical and morally right, and try to be as profitable
as possible.
Through a series of tests, Bob has become licensed in all states and has
earned the designation of financial advisor. He is now a limited partner in the firm
and runs his own branch. Bob also does a lot of volunteer work, training new
brokers and is on the hiring team. He is now also field trainer coordinator.
It was at UT that Bob met Susan McMahan at the State Archives, where Bob
was working part-time. They dated his sophomore year and re-met when he was
a senior, as they were living in the same apartment complex. Seven years later,
when he was working with his dad, he ran into an old roommate who had run into
Susan. Greetings were passed on and Bob got a letter from Susan about a week
later, encouraging their getting together. The romance started in earnest and they
were married two years later in Denver in 1981.
A year later their daughter, Katy, was born in Denver. Two years after that
Jeff was born in Salt Lake City, Utah. Katy (now 26) graduated from TCU with a
degree in communications and has recently married her high school sweetheart,

UPCOMING COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS
December
Prayer, Pledge & Song: Tom Dodson, Capo
InterClubs: Jannette Workman, Power Broker
January
Prayer, Pledge & Song: Charles Berce´: Orthodontic Accordionist
InterClubs: Laura Lammons, Doll Moll
February
Prayer, Pledge & Song: Kerry Jordan - Flight Engineer

October/November InterClubs...
10/2 Arlington High Theater
Jerry Jones
Sabrina Jones
Steve Ramey
Jannette Workman

Jamie Cisneros
Sam West
Barbara West

10/2 AHS Key Club
Rod Copenhaver
Jamie Cisneros

Sabrina Jones
Jerry Jones

10/23 Division Council Meeting
Larry James
Ed Kolbe

Phil Porter
Lt. Gov Milton Glenn

11/6 AHS Key Club
Rod Copenhaver
Jamie Cisneros
Sabrina Jones

Jerry Jones
Faye Cantrell

11/6 Arlington Sunrise Club
Norris Rogers
Larry Heath
John Hyde

Ken Watkins
Phil Porter

11/15 International President at Rolling Hills CC
Bob Gardner
Tom Dodson
Ben Armstrong

Phil Porter
Mary McElwee

11/21 Southwest Club Chili Supper
Dexter Betts
Don Henderson
Jannette Workman
Pete Stankosky
Kent Rasmussen

Phil Porter
Bill Carlisle
Tom Dodson
Mark Permenter

Chris Schreyach, who just got released from active duty as an Army Ranger in
Afghanistan. Jeff (now 22) is currently enrolled in TCC. Bob and Susan ended
their marriage 2 years ago.
When at Hillcrest High School, Bob was a member of the Key Club and
therefore was also familiar with Kiwanis. When he first started with Edward Jones
and was walking through neighborhoods, meeting prospects, he knocked on
Harriett Wheelerʼs door around 11:30. She was “all decked out” and was on her
way to Kiwanis. It appears they both did a little prospecting that day!
Bob is an avid golfer. He also likes to travel and takes annual trips to South
Padre during the summer.
Bob is still very bullish on stocks and when asked about the current financial
situation, he agrees with Warren Buffett who is going back into the market with full
force. The reason? Buffettʼs investment philosophy: “Be fearful when others are
greedy, and be greedy when others are fearful.”

